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On the east, that is, on the Pacific Coast of Siberia, Russia is hampered
only a little less than on the north. Even as far south as Vladivostok the
ports are troubled by ice for four or more months in the winter, and com-
merce is impeded. Therefore in 1895 Russia obtained from China the
right to build a railroad through Manchuria,* and to hold an ice-free out-
let to the open sea at Port Arthur. She held this desirable harbor only a
few years, for Japan had long coveted it and was desirous of asserting her
influence in the northern parts of China. Accordingly, Japan declared
war and expelled Russia from the coast of southern Manchuria, and now
has purchased the whole Manchurian Railroad. Russia has had to be con-
tent with this, but ever since the Russo-Japanese War there has been fric-
tion between the two countries over the right granted to the Japanese to
fish in Russian waters from Sakhalin Island.
On the south Russia's only outlet to the open ocean is through the nar-
row strait of the Bosporus at Constantinople. In the old days, inasmuch
as the Turks held Constantinople (Istanbul) and there seemed scant pros-
pect of obtaining a free outlet there, the Russians again and again con-
sidered the project of an advance across Persia or Afghanistan in order to
reach the Persian Gulf or the Arabian Sea. They never succeeded, partly
because of England's strenuous diplomatic opposition, but also because
the deserts and mountains of Persia are serious obstacles to railroads.
Russia's inability to gain a desirable seacoast, and her consequent isola-
tion from hef allies during the first World War, were great factors
in her collapse and in the spread of Bolshevism. At the outbreak of the
second World War, Turkey was inclined to be friendly with Russia.
Fear that Russia would want Constantinople, however, was so strong a
political factor that Turkey swung to the Allies until the time when
Germany seemed to be winning.
England's Relation to the Sea. the rivalry of england and russia in
waters of southwestern asia. England has generally opposed Russia's
plans to reach a favorable seacoast because their success might threaten
British rule in India. For a long time England feared that war might
arise with Russia. If that happened a strong Russian fleet coming from
the Black Sea, or from a good base on the Persian coast, might close the
Suez route, cutting England's communication with India and crippling
the British Empire. For that reason England for many years supported
Turkey, and insisted that Russia and the other great powers sign a treaty
which agreed that in time of war the Bosporus and Dardanelles should
generally remain closed to the passage of all warships except those of
Turkey. For the same reason England used every possible means to
strengthen her influence in Persia. The first World War freed England
* Now called Manchukuo since its conquest by Japan.

